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under a long and hard campaign, could be imagined to ast In short, her relations got acquainted with our amour, and knowing that I was among the prisoners taken at Brihuega, are now upon the scout and inquiry, to make a discovery that may be of fatal consequence This is the reason of my dis* guise, this the unfortunate occasion of my taking upon me a name that does not belong to me
He spoke all this with such an openness of heart, that, in return of so much confidence, I confessed to him that I had heard of the affair, for that it had made no little noise all over the country that it highly behoved him to take great caie of himself, since, as the relations on both sides weie considei able, he must consequently be m great danger, that in cases of that nature, no people in the world cany things to gieater extremities than the Spaniards He returned me thanks for my good advice, which I understood in a few days aftei, he, "with the assistance of his fuends, had taken care to put in practice, for he was conveyed away secretly, <md afteiwaida had the honour to be made a peer of Ii eland
My passpoit being at last signed by the Count de las Torres, I prepared for a jouiney I had long and ardently wished for, and set out from Madud in the beginning of Septembei, 1712, in order to return to my native country
Accordingly, I set foiward upon my journey, but having heaid, both before and since my being m Spam, very famous things spoken of the Escurial, though it was a league out of my load, I resolved to make it a visit And I must confess, when I came there, I was so far from condemning my curiosity, that I chose to congiatulate my good fortune, that had, at half a day's expense, feasted my eyes with extraordinanes which would have justified a twelvemonth's jouiney on purpose
The structure is entirely magnificent, beyond anything I ever saw, 01 anything my imagination could frame It is composed of eleven several quadrangles, with noble cloisters round every one of them The front to the west is adorned with three stately gates, every one of a different model, yet every one the model of nicest architecture. The middlemost of th^ three leads into a fine chapel of the Hieronomites, as they call them, in which are entertain**'1 one hundred ar d fifty monks At every of the four corners ot this august fabric, theie is a turret of excellent workmanship, which yields to